CLASSROOM STRATEGIES

Poor memory

· Categorise and chunk information

· One bite at a time

· Link to earlier knowledge information – encourage learner to make links

· Look for associations:

· Visual – pattern, shape, colour, ridiculous pictures

· Conceptual – grouping, pattern

· Auditory – sound, rhyme, rhythm

· Acronyms – DEAR = “Drop everything and read”

· Silly sentences /Mnemonics – “Big elephants can always understand small elephants”

· Teach and practice visualisation – “Try writing a word on your eyelids.  Can you see it?  Tell me the letters in reverse order”

· Ask pupil to repeat instructions/paraphrase before starting  - to teacher/aide/buddy

· Provide a list of activities for the learner to tick off as s/he completes

· Provide hard copies of material from OHP/board work etc

Laterality

· It really is no big deal – laugh with the child 

· Ask others teachers to admit to their laterality problems – especially when giving/following directions when driving

· Visual clues – watch on right hand tells the right time

· Create practice opportunities – “I bet you can’t point to my left hand with your right hand”

©Neil MacKay “Removing Dyslexia as a Barrier to Achievement”
SEN Marketing 2005
